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The Greek words for "holy" and "saint" have the same root - “ƘŀƎƛƻέ 

άǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǇŀǊǘέ

Ephesians 1:4άCƻǊ IŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǳǎ ƛƴ IƛƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
world to be holy (a saint and set apart)ŀƴŘ ōƭŀƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǎƛƎƘǘΦέ



What it means to be a member

Welcome to the Priesthood
1 Peter 2:4-12

References

One Church: ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ - Various Editors

One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism: A historical analysis of the distinctive 

theology of Churches of Christ in Australia, with particular reference to their plea for 
unity on the basis of a restored New Testament Christianity. - Graeme Chapman

Ministry and ChurchτRestoration or Ruin- Keith Famer



What it means to be a member

Welcome to the Priesthood
1 Peter 2:4-12

God's Plan for a Kingdom of Priests

Exodus 19:3-6ά¢ƘŜƴ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to 
the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 
'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 
you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself. Now if you obey 
Me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be 
My treasured possession. Although the whole earth is Mine, you 
will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are 
the words you are to speak to the Israelites."
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Jeremiah 31:31-33 "The time is coming," declares the LORD, 
"when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made 
with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them 
out of Egypt, because they broke My covenant, though I was a 
Husband to them," declares the LORD. "This is the covenant I will 
make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. 
"I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will 
ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ aȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ
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God's Plan for a Kingdom of Priests

The Apostle Peter declares the fulfilment of this plan

vs.5"spiritual house for a holy priesthood"

vs.9ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŀ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΣ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ



What it means to be a member

Welcome to the Priesthood
1 Peter 2:4-12

God's Plan for a Kingdom of Priests

Revelation 1:4-6άWƻƘƴΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
Asia: Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and 
who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne, and 
from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the Firstborn from 
the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who 
loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, and has 
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and 
Fatherτǘƻ IƛƳ ōŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊΗ !ƳŜƴΦέ
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tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ά[ƻƴŜ wŀƴƎŜǊǎέ or ά9ƎŀƭƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎέ for Jesus

The "priesthood of all believers" does not represent a democracy 
but  a Christocracy

Hebrews 13:17 άhōŜȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΤ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ 
keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be 
ǳƴǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ
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Ephesians 4:11-16ά!ƴŘ IŜ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƎŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 
the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, 
may grow up in all things into Him who is the headτChristτ from whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, 
ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜέ (NKJV)



What it means to be a member

Welcome to the Priesthood
1 Peter 2:4-12

tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ά[ƻƴŜ wŀƴƎŜǊǎέ or ά9ƎŀƭƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎέ for Jesus

Leadership gifts are given to the church in order to make each saint 
or priest what he or she is intended to be in Christ

Titus 1:9άIŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘƻƭŘ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ 
been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ƛǘΦέ

vs.2:5bάΧƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ

vs.2:9bάΧǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ IƛƳ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ Iƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ
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All Believers Need Priests

How connected are you?

vs.2:5aάΧƭƛƪŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΦέ

Church membership is like the mortar that holds & locks the 
stones in place
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Ephesians 4:16άCƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƻŘȅ όǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛƴ 
all its various parts), closely joined and firmly knit together by the 
joints and ligaments with which it is supplied, when each part [with 
power adapted to its need] is working properly [in all its functions], 
ƎǊƻǿǎ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦέ(AMP)

Our foundation and cornerstone is Jesus and we come together as 
His living stones and as a royal priesthood 



What it means to be a member

Welcome to the Priesthood
1 Peter 2:4-12

All Believers Need Priests

Hebrews 4:14 & 16ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ IƛƎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘ 
who has gone through the heavens,WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΧ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ 
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΦέ

Deuteronomy 32:30άhƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ 
ǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦέ

Ecclesiastes 4:12ά¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ 
ǘǿƻ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜŦƻƭŘ ŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦέ
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"The purpose of the church should not be to bring men into 
subjection to the church, but rather to train them into a royal 
priesthood capable of bringing the world into subjection to Christ 
ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΦέ

Rousas J. Rushdoony
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