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Review

“the priesthood of all believers”

Exodus 19:6You will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

Jeremiah 31:3433 "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when | will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah. It will not be like the covenant | made with their forefathers when |
took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my
covenant, though | was a husband to them," declares the LORD. "This is
the covenant | will make with the house of Israel after that time,"
declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their
hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my people.”
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vs.5a“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual
house to be a holy priesthood”

vS.9a“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God”

Revelation 1:6aYJ/esus) has made us to be a kingdom and priests
to serve his God and Father”
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The priesthood of all believers is neither a Monarchy or a Democracy

The gift of leadership to the priesthood (Ephesians 4:11-16)

We are not a priesthood on our own. We need other priests to help
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unity on the basis of a restored New Testament Christianity. - Graeme Chapman

Ministry and Church Restoration or Ruin Keith Famer
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The Restoration Movement

Thomas Campbell

August 17t 1809 a meeting of likeminded Christians gathered in
Buffalo, Pennsylvania

On September 7t 1809 the “Declaration and Address of the
Christian Association of Washington” was presented by Thomas
Campbell

“That the church of Christ upon the earth is essentially, intentionally
and constitutionally one”

Proposition 1 - “Declaration and Address of the Christian Association of Washington”- Thomas Campbell
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The Restoration Movement

Two basic issues were central to the “Restoration Movement”

1. Mankind should be restored to God and the restoration of the
Church to its original or New Testament pattern

2. While the Church was divided the world would not be won to
Christ

John 17:21Jesus prayed) “.. that all of them may be one, Father,
just as you are in me and | am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

These two themes of restoration and unity are an important part
of our heritage




“What sort of church are you. asking me. ! §

30321808

’ [
[/

to e a member of2“
P Peter 2:4=12 Whatitmeans to'be:a member:

The Restoration Movement

Principal N2 1

No Creed but Christ

The confession of Jesus Christ as Lord and faithful obedience to
Him is all that should be required for acceptance and participation
In the Body of Christ. (Romans 10:9-10; 2 Corinthians 9:13; John 14:15-21)

Principal N2 2

Where The Scriptures Speak We Speak

2 Timothy 3:1617 dAll Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
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The Restoration Movement

AThis book contains the mind of God, t
doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its

precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read

it to be wise, believe it to be safe, practice it to be holy.

It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is
the travell eroés map, the pilgrimbés sta
and the Christianso charter.

Here is paradise restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ
IS its grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill
the memory, rule the heart and guide the feet.

Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory,
and a river of pleasure. Follow its precepts and it will lead you to Calvary, to the
empty tomb, to a resurrected I|Iife I n C

James Booker
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The Restoration Movement

Principal N2 3

Where the Scriptures Are Silent, We Are Silent

According to Alexander Campbell the son of Thomas Campbell and his
successor... he could not accept the idea that unity could be founded on "a

system of orthodox opinions".
D. H. Yoder, "Christian Unity in Nineteenth Century America" 1954

“No man has the right to judge his brother on the basis of opinion.” - Thomas Campbell

“No doctrine or action could be imposed on others if it were not biblical... even if it
seemed beneficial... So there have been differences of opinion on the role of
women, music in worship, church government and so on... Let us hold our opinions
strongly, without imposing them on others. Let us explore biblical truth, and learn

to live with differing opinions. Where the scriptures are silent, we are silent!”
Randy Edwards (ACOM)
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 1

History

Reading through the Book of A
was fi ¢ a s uaffiliated/t@the church

Reason 2

Responsibility

Hebrews 10:245 “And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

The concept of “the one another’s” In scripture
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 3

Commonality

Acts 2:4247 “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled
with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.”
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 4

|dentity

Mark 8:38“If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of
him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels.”

Reason 5

Authority

Acts 20:28Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church
of God, which he bought with his own blood.”
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 5

Authority (continued)

1 Peter 5:13 “To the elders among you, | appeal as a fellow elder... Be
shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be;
not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”

Hebrews 13:17‘0bey your leaders and submit to their authority. They
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to
you.”
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 6

Accountability

Galatians 6:1“Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by
some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person
back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same
temptation yourself.” (NLT)

Matthew 18:1517 “If another believer sins against you, go privately and
point out the offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have
won that person back. But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others
with you and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed
by two or three witnesses. If the person still refuses to listen, take your
case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision,
treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.”
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 7

Unity

John 17:2€23 "My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who
will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one,
Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they also be in us so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. | have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: | in them and you
in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

Philippians 1:27...that you are standing firm in united spirit and
purpose, striving side by side and contending with a single mind for the

faith of the glad tidings (the Gospel).” (AMP)
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 8

Ministry

1 Peter 4:1011 “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone
speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let
him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory
and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” (NKJV)
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local church
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 9

Maturity

Ephesians 4:1:16 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to
prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in
love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”
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The reasons why you should be a member of a local church

Reason 10

Loyalty

Ephesians 5:28Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her”

Acts 20:281"...which he (Christ) bought with his own blood”

John 15:13"Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his
life for his friends.”

Romans 5:8l8'That while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
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“Give yourself to the Church. You that are members of the Church
have not found it perfect and | hope that you feel almost glad that
you have not. If | had never joined a Church till | had found one that
was perfect, | would never have joined one at all! And the moment
| did join it, if | had found one, | should have spoiled it, for it would
not have been a perfect Church after had | become a member of it.
Still, imperfect as it is, it is the dearest place on earth...

Charles Spurgeon - “The Best Donation”
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